
The NHS is looking for GPs to work in the areas of  

BIRMINGHAM AND SOLIHULL

Would you like to

live and work in

England?

NHS England Gateway reference: 07952



LIVING IN...

BIRMINGHAM AND SOLIHULL

Known as 
England’s second 
city, Birmingham 
is bursting with 
history, sport  
and culture
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Across Birmingham and Solihull there are 194 health organisations 
including 177 GP practices, seven hospitals, one mental health 
trust and one community trust.

There are also two local government bodies. Together, they are responsible  
for delivering health and care to 1.8m people across both areas.

Birmingham and Solihull is a very exciting place for the practising GP. The area is 
leading English cities in how GP practices are working collaboratively. 

Around 70 per cent of patients are now covered by GP practices working at scale, either in large federations  
or partnerships. There are many positives to this change including:

• Shared support services with reduced administrative burden for the GP.

• Shared learning from dissemination of best practice and experience.

• Greater support from GP colleagues to reduce the risk of professional isolation.

• Greater flexibility with chances of working across multiple sites.

• Possibility of professional development in particular areas of interest so skills are deployed across large 
federations or partnerships.

BIRMINGHAM
Known as England’s second city, Birmingham is bursting with history, sport and culture. Birmingham is one of 
the most diverse cities in the UK; there are people from nations around the world, and with that brings the 
opportunity for shopping and foods for all ethnicities.

Once called the ‘city of a thousand trades’, it is now one of the greenest cities in the UK, packed with many 
parks and open spaces and kilometres of canals and waterways. 

The city is within easy reach of some of the UK’s top beauty spots such as Snowdonia and the Brecon Beacons 
to the west, the Peak District national park to the north, and the Cotswolds to the south. London is just over an 
hour away by train. 

HEALTH SERVICES IN

BIRMINGHAM AND SOLIHULL 
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West Midlands
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SOLIHULL
14 kilometres east of Birmingham, the borough 
boasts designer shopping, idyllic rural villages, fine 
dining, and fabulous hotels.

It is home to the National Exhibition Centre and 
Genting Arena, which put on spectacular live events. 

The borough has many parks and open spaces with 
plenty of dedicated cycling and walking routes. Year 
after year, it has been named as one of the best 
places to live in the UK.

BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE 
The centre has undergone a renaissance in recent 
years and is packed with bars, restaurants, museums 
and world class galleries. 

It is home to Europe’s largest public library and the 
popular Bullring shopping centre – a large modern 
shopping centre with hundreds of shops, restaurants 
and numerous pieces of artwork including the large 
bronze bull. 

Today, Birmingham’s diverse and vibrant 
communities provide a cultural mix including the 
East Indian community who have brought the 
famous Balti curry to the city; there is a vibrant 
Chinese quarter and an annual colourful African 
Caribbean Birmingham Carnival. There is a 
multitude of cultural celebrations that take place 
throughout the year including Diwali, Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Pride and the German 
Christmas markets.

Walsall, Sutton Coldfield and Malvern, Warwick and 
Stratford-Upon-Avon are some of the main towns 
within easy commuting distance of Birmingham  
and Solihull.

WALSALL
A former market town, 16 kilometres from 
Birmingham, Walsall became known for its leather 
trade and metal working. It is home to the New 
Art Gallery, Walsall Leather Museum and Walsall 
Football Club. 

Walsall Arboretum, a Victorian park a few minutes 
from the town centre, has lakes, gardens and 
pleasant walks.
    
WORCESTER
This historic city is situated 48 kilometres from 
Birmingham and is dominated by its cathedral and 
the River Severn which flows through the city. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries the city was known 
for glove making and later was home to Royal 
Worcester Porcelain Company, whose premises are 
now a museum.

The world famous Lea & Perrins Worcestershire 
sauce is still made in the city.

The city boasts some good indoor shopping centres 
and the modern Hive public library which houses a 
quarter of a million books. Two large wooded areas 
close to the city are popular with local walkers. 
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SUTTON COLDFIELD
Lying 11 kilometres from Birmingham, Sutton Coldfield is an affluent and leafy town 
with a rich history. 

It has one of the largest urban parks in the country which includes a national nature reserve. 
The town boasts many historic houses, a number of great golf courses, good shopping facilities and  
plentiful venues to socialise. 

WARWICK
Close to Solihull, Warwick is famous for its magnificent castle and historic charm. 

The town offers a blend of the old and the new, from gift shops, antique centres and traditional tea rooms to 
fashion shops, art galleries and fine restaurants.

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Birthplace of the great playwright, poet and actor William Shakespeare, Stratford-Upon-Avon is home to the 
magnificent theatre dedicated to performing his works. 

This bustling town in the heart of the Warwickshire countryside has fine shops and restaurants and pleasant 
walks alongside the River Avon.

• Visit the stunning Pre-Raphaelite painting collection and the Anglo Saxon Staffordshire Hoard at the 
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery. 

• Journey through the Gas Street Basin in the heart of Birmingham’s canal network where towpaths and 
barges rub shoulders with the bars, clubs and modern living.

• See a play at The Royal Shakespeare Theatre.

• Take the children to Cadbury World in Bournville Village and discover the history of the famous chocolate 
brand and how it is manufactured.   

• Tour the Land Rover car factory in Solihull and see how one of its vehicles is assembled.

From architecture to music, art to theatre, Birmingham’s culture has something to offer everybody.

The city’s flagship theatre, the Birmingham Hippodrome, welcomes the best of British musicals and pantomimes 
as well as hosting opera and ballet.

The Birmingham Repertory Theatre is one of Britain’s leading regional theatres. It produces new plays bringing 
many world premieres to the stage. 

The Library of Birmingham has become a cultural icon in the city with a distinctive design; it houses a world-
class collection of archives, photography and more than a million books. 

Solihull’s Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens is a hidden gem. This is a rare example of a restored English  
Baroque Garden.

The National Motorcycle Museum in Solihull is recognised as the finest and largest motorcycle museum  
in the world. 

CULTURE AND ENTERTAINMENT 

NOT TO BE MISSED
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State education is provided in Birmingham and 
Solihull for children aged 5 to 18 years. Children 
aged up to 11 are taught in primary schools and 
children aged 11 to 18 are taught in secondary 
schools. 

Most secondary schools in Birmingham and Solihull 
have a sixth form (16-18 years) but there are also 
sixth form colleges and further education colleges 
which offer courses and qualifications in a wide 
range of vocational and academic subjects. In 
Birmingham, there is plenty of choice, including 
multi-cultural state schools and grammar schools 
which rely on entry tests for admission. Solihull does 
not have grammar schools. In both areas there are 
special schools for children with specific needs. 

There are a number of fee paying independent 
schools in both areas.   

Birmingham is the UK’s second largest student city 
(with around 65,000 students) and includes the 
renowned University of Birmingham and five other 
universities: Birmingham City University, Aston 
University, Newman University, University College 
Birmingham, and The University of Law. Solihull 
College also offers higher education courses. 

Birmingham has Michelin-starred restaurants, stylish 
eateries, farmers’ markets and popular street dining 
as well as the famous Balti dishes served in the many 
popular curry restaurants. 

Not to be missed are the stylish canal side bars and 
restaurants of Brindleyplace serving up delicious 
cocktails and international cuisine. 

For food fanatics the Digbeth Dining Club in the 
city centre provides an array of street food, while 
a traditional English afternoon tea is served in city 
centre hotels. 

Birmingham has plenty to offer for people who 
prefer city living. Brindleyplace, Canal Wharf and 
Southside in Chinatown offer one and two bedroom 
flats with easy access to the fashionable Mailbox 
and The Cube.   

Just a few miles south of the city, Moseley and Kings 
Heath boast three and four bedroom Victorian 
terraced homes situated near popular restaurants, 
shops and cafes. 

Leafy Edgbaston has bigger family homes, many 
with extensive gardens. Harborne and Bournville  
also provide a good mix of terraced family homes 
close to amenities. 

Solihull boasts palatial and comfortable houses in 
affluent Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath. More 
traditional three and four bedroom properties can 
be found in the suburbs of Shirley, Castle Bromwich 
and Olton. 

Birmingham is a shopper’s paradise.

In the city centre the Bullring and the Mailbox 
host famous designers, high street names and 
department stores such as Harvey Nichols; the 
nearby Grand Central and The Custard Factory add 
to the shopping experience.

It is also home to historic markets and the city’s 
world famous Jewellery Quarter.

In Solihull, major designer labels and retail brands 
can be found in a cosmopolitan, café culture 
environment. The Touchwood shopping centre in 
Solihull and Mell Square are popular with a mix of 
high street favourites and boutique independents.

FOOD AND DRINK

HOUSING

SHOPPING
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Birmingham is home to two famous football 
clubs: Aston Villa and Birmingham City. Both offer 
enjoyable weekly league football and offer guided 
tours of their historic grounds. 

Edgbaston Cricket Ground hosts many international 
matches and is home to the Warwickshire Bears. 

Birmingham Moseley Rugby club competes in the 
national league while a host of smaller clubs play 
competitive rugby in the city. 

Alexander Stadium hosts many World and European 
athletics events. Both Birmingham and Solihull have 
many fine public and private golf courses including 
the world famous Belfry Golf Club. 

World class tennis players compete at the Aegon 
Classic tournament in the heart of the city each year.

There is a good mix of other top class competitive 
sports teams in Solihull including the Solihull Barons 
ice hockey team, Solihull Moors football club and 
Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club.

In Birmingham and Solihull the warmest months 
of the year tend to be in July and August when 
temperatures reach the early 20°Cs. In the winter 
months temperatures can drop to 1°C. 

Birmingham and Solihull are at the heart of the 
West Midlands motorway network and linked 
to European and global markets by Birmingham 
International Airport.

BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
A busy airport flying to 150 destinations including 
European capitals and the USA, the Middle East, 
India and Australia. 

ROAD
The M6, M40 and M42 motorways pass close to 
Birmingham and Solihull, ensuring both regions are 
well connected to Manchester and London. 

TRAIN 
Birmingham New Street station connects the city 
with the rest of the country; with London taking 
approximately one hour and 20 minutes. 

The high speed train service HS2 is expected to 
reduce journey times between Birmingham and 
London to less than an hour. It is scheduled to start 
running in 2026. 

Birmingham International train station provides 
quick access to Birmingham International Airport.

COACH
National Express provides daily and frequent coach 
services to towns and cities all over the UK and 
London.

Visit Birmingham – www.visitbirmingham.com

Time Out Birmingham – www.timeout.com/birmingham

WhatsOn – www.whatsonlive.co.uk/birmingham

LiveBrum – www.livebrum.co.uk 

Visit Solihull – www.visitbirmingham.com/the-region/solihull 

Enjoy Solihull – www.socialsolihull.org.uk/enjoysolihull 

MORE INFORMATION

WEATHER

TRANSPORT
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If you would like more information about our international recruitment programme or about living and  
working in Birmingham and Solihull the following websites will be useful:

SPORT

http://www.visitbirmingham.com
http://www.timeout.com/birmingham
http://www.whatsonlive.co.uk/birmingham
http://www.visitbirmingham.com/the-region/solihull
http://www.socialsolihull.org.uk/enjoysolihull
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